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ACTIVITY A Tragic Family i’

4.8

Learning Targets

+ Make inferences and predictions about how characters, conflicting motivations,
and character relationships will advance a plot.

« Preview the play by understanding backoround information about tragedy and
Sophocles’ Theban plays.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Discussion Groups, Graphic
‘Organizer, Marking the Text

Analyzing Character Motivations
1. Read the brief character sketches from the plot of the tragedy Antigone. Work
with a small group to analyze the motivations of three different characters by
filing out the corresponding rows i the chart on the next page. Then, oin with
another group to analyze the remaining characters and complete the chart.

My Nates.

Creon (kree-on)

Your nephews have killed each other in a battle over who should be king.
You are now king and decree that one brother can be buried according to the
customs of your land but the other cannot. You find out that someone has
defied your ule.

Antigone (an-tig-o-knee)

You are the niece of Creon, the new kino. Your brather has been Kkilled in battle.
The king has decreed that no one should bury him. You refuse to follow Creon's
decree, and bury your brother.

Ismene (Is-may-nay)
You are Antigone's sister. Your sister has committed a serious offense against
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS the new king, something you would never do. One of your brothers has been
Which of the charcters have buried lawfully; the other has not.
the strongest conficting
‘motivations? Haemon (Hay-mon)
You are engaged to marry Antigone. Your fiancée has buried her brother, which
she has been forbidden to do by your father, King Creon.

The Chorus

The king has made a law. Someone you respect has broken that law for reasons
you think are justifiable.

The Guard

Your job s to guard a corpse to make sure no one buries it. Someone buries the
body, and you must report it to the king. Later, during  dust storm, you catch
someone burying the body again. You take the person to the king.
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Why doyoufeel | Whatwillyou do? | Why doyou think
thisway? thisis ajust
| response?

Character Three Adjectives
to Describe How.

You Feel

Antigone

 Haemon

 The chorus





