Gilgamesh 
“The Death of Endiku” and “The Story of the Flood” Reading Guide 
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1. Why does the Bull of Heaven come to threaten Uruk?
2. True or false Allays means to alleviate pain. 
3. Cite the three actions Enkidu believes have caused his illness. 
4. Identify and explain the imagery used to describe how Enkidu’s dream begins. 
5. Create a timeline of the events that led up to Enkidu entering the palace of Irkalla. 
6. Identify and explain the imagery used to describe the setting of the house. 
7. In the palace of Irkalla what happens to people who once held a powerful position. 
8. Identify the simile Enkidu uses to describe his emotional state after waking up from the dream. 
9. Why does Gilgamesh go on a journey for immortality?
The Story of the Flood
10. The word teemed most likely means 
a.  To be filled with 
b. To be empty of 
c. To have a mixed crowd 
11. The word bellow most likely means 
a. Whisper quietly to be quiet  
b. Create a festive environment 
c. Shout something with a deep loud roar
12. Identify and explain the simile used to describe the world before Enlil spoke with the council. 
13. Why do the Gods decide to exterminate mankind? 
14. What God warns Utnapishtim about the flood?  
15. Identify the imagery Ea uses to describe what will happen to Utnapishtim’s at the Gulf. 
16. Identify 2-3 actions that Utnapishtim takes to prepare his boat. 
17. Did Utnapishtim have a challenging time getting the boat launched?
18. Identify  all the passengers on Utnapishtim’s boat. 
19. Identify the imagery and simile in the actions of the god of the storm. 
20. Identify and explain the simile Queen of Heaven uses to describe the condition of people after the flood. 
21. How long does the storm last? Describe the severity of the storm 
22. What occurs when Utnapishtim lets the dove and raven go? 
23. What is different about the gods’ reaction to the flood from their earlier attitude toward destroying mankind?
24. Identify the claims Enil states could have also destroyed mankind? 
25. How does Utnapishtim’s story conclude? 



