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Exercise: Building Sentences with Participial Phrases
1. The dishwasher was invented in 1889.
The dishwasher was invented by an Indiana housewife.
The first dishwasher was driven by a steam engine.
Example: Invented by an Indiana housewife in 1889, the first dishwasher was driven by a steam engine.
2. I took small sips from a can of Coke.
I was sitting on the ground in a shady corner.
I was sitting with my back against the wall.
 
3. I was sitting on the window ledge.
The ledge overlooked the narrow street.
I watched the children.
The children were frolicking in the first snow of the season.
 
4. The first edition of Infant Care was published by the U.S. Government.
The first edition of Infant Care was published in 1914.
The first edition of Infant Care recommended the use of peat moss for disposable diapers.
 
5. The house sat stately upon a hill.
The house was gray.
The house was weather-worn.
The house was surrounded by barren tobacco fields.
 


6. I washed the windows in a fever of fear.
I whipped the squeegee swiftly up and down the glass.
I feared that some member of the gang might see me.
 
7. Goldsmith smiled.
He bunched his cheeks like twin rolls of toilet paper.
His cheeks were fat.
The toilet paper was smooth.
The toilet paper was pink.
 
8. The roaches scurried in and out of the breadbox.
The roaches sang chanteys.
The roaches sang as they worked.
The roaches paused only to thumb their noses.
They thumbed their noses jeeringly.
They thumbed their noses in my direction.
 
9. The medieval peasant was distracted by war.
The medieval peasant was weakened by malnutrition.
The medieval peasant was exhausted by his struggle to earn a living.
The medieval peasant was an easy prey for the dreadful Black Death.
 
10. He eats slowly.
He eats steadily.
He sucks the sardine oil from his fingers.
The sardine oil is rich.
He sucks the oil with slow and complete relish.
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THE PARTICIPIAL PHRASE

‘The paricipial phrase is always used as an adjective phrase to modify a noun or pronoua. It includes
the participle together with its modifiers, objects, or predicate words,

‘The present participle form alvays ends in -ing. but the endings for past perfect and passive perfect
‘participles may vary.

ex. Walking rapidly. we reached the town in fifteen minutes.
Annoyed by the noise. the teacher spoke sharply to the class.
Tom, having won the chess game. looked up happily
Having won every game but one, Ohio State now led the Big Ten.

Identifying Participial Phrases. Underline the participial phrase in each of the following sentences. Watch
for past and present participles.

Example: Mr. Fiynn, annoved by Joe's question, answered him impatiently.

1. Having been on the r0ad for four days, the Todds were exhausted.

2. That hymn, sung by many generations of churchgoers, is my favorite.

3. Climbiag slowly, we approached the top of the hill
4. Suprised by my question, Mrs. Osamond blushed.

5. Phil, worm ovt by his long trp, slept for trelve hours

6. Watching me closely, the dog came toward me.

7. Staring ot the window at the rain, Bob became more and more impatient.

8. Haviag been hurt in the frst game, Al saton the bench for the rest of the season.

9. The plates, bronght from Denmazk by my grandimother, are on display in the dining room.
10. The cookies, baked this moming, were all gone by five oclock:

11, Having come ot i the cool ight sir, Mr. Troy Iooked up atthe <ky.

12. The children, waiting for the play to begin, grew bored.

13. Working hard all day, the boys finished the job by dinner time.

14, Driven from their homelands, many people each year seek refuge in the United States.

15. Fomping vp and down, the cheerleaders urged the team o

16. The basketballteam, encouraged by its performance in the semifinals, weat on to the finals.
17. Having recorded the resuls ofthe experimeat, Kate closed her notebock.

18, We saw an old woman walking vp the path.

19. Having been told of her job offer, Kathy smiled happly.

20. Having speat each aftemoon at the beach, Alice soon had a nice tan.




